[A comparative study of Coxiella burnetii strains differing in virulence in the intratracheal infection of guinea pigs].
As found out in earlier investigations, after the intratracheal infection of guinea pigs with C. burnetii (the method of infection, most similar to aerogenic infection which is characteristic of Coxiella under natural conditions) the maximum amount of the infective agent is accumulated in the lungs of the animals, damaging the organs of the reticuloendothelial system. The present investigation has revealed that this method of infection makes it possible differentiate C. burnetii virulent strains, differing in the level of the accumulation of the infective agent in the lungs of guinea pigs.